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GULLIVER’S CORNER 
 
Hi Everyone,  
Well, here it is December again.  As promised 
last month, I am here to fill you in on 
Halloween costumes.  Sammi Elden really out 
did herself, she was Snoop Doggy Dogg, AND 
a beautiful bride (not at the same time, of 
course.) Tango dazzled us all with her fairy 
wings; although the staff had to help her out of 
them for fear that some of the labs had them 
confused with duck wings…  Max the Cairn 
terrier got a bit funky with psychedelic tie dye 
fur.  In all, it was a great Halloween!  I helped 
myself to some candy from those kids that kept 
coming to the door, they kept asking if I wanted 
them to do a trick or if I wanted a treat.  I was 
quite sure they didn’t know any really good 
tricks; naturally the treat was my best option.  
The funny thing was, every time I reached my 
head in the goodie bag, they would let out a 
screech and run away.  Strange creatures, 
children.    
Then we had Thanksgiving!  As I said before, I 
am a huge fan of thanksgiving.  I had a lot of 
my regular pals here at Daycare, and I got to 
show some of the new pups the ropes.  My 
brothers and I got to spend a lot of time in the 
big yard greeting everyone as they came in.  
There was quite a gang of little dogs here for 
the holiday this year.  They all look so cute in 
the mornings, snuggled in their beds.  Who 
would guess that as soon as they eat breakfast 
they would be bouncing around causing all 
kinds of mischief, taunting the big dogs and 
policing the parking lot?  Nothing gets by those 
guys!  
Now, if I remember correctly there is another 
big holiday vacation coming up real soon.  I 
heard there was supposed to be some presents.  
While we are on the subject, I thought I would 
let you know that I am taking gifts starting now.  
I have composed a list for all of you readers to 
work from: 

Gully’s Holiday list of demands… err, wishes 
A cat (a fast one, I prefer the chase) 
Truck load of Pigs ears 
X box.  (Lisa is always talking about this so it 
must be worth asking for) 
Edible furniture (the real stuff gives me 
indigestion) 
I realize that there are so many of you out there 
and only a few requested items here, so I ask 
you all to be creative, and I won’t be offended if 
I get duplicate gifts.  Happy Holidays!  GULLY  
 
KEEP LOOKING  
FOR TICKS!!   
What you need  
to know. 
The tick population in  
our area is growing every 
 year.  Dogs are picking them up in back yards, 
at dog parks and on hikes.  No one wants a 
creepy crawly on their pet, or themselves.  
Worst of all, ticks are bringing with them 
infectious bacterium, which causes diseases such 
as Lyme.   
 
Ticks are members of the arachnid family, which 
includes spiders and mites.  In their adult life 
stage, they have eight legs on a round, two part 
body.  Ticks are parasites that attach to a host 
and feed on blood.  They can be quite tiny, as 
small as a pin point, but as they feed their bodies 
swell, and they can get as large as a raisin.  
Ticks are most commonly found at the ground 
level, or as high as three feet off the ground.  
This puts our dogs right within their reach.  
Ticks will perch on vegetation, awaiting a 
chance to grab onto a passing critter for a meal.  
This is why tall grass, thick brush and other such 
cover are prime grounds to pick up ticks.  The 
ticks use scent and body heat to find their 
victims and your blood is as tasty as your pups!  
Cont’d 
 
 

Ticks, cont’d 
If your dog comes in contact with potential 
tick habitat, as most dogs do, make sure to 
check them over for ticks daily.  Start at your 
dog’s nose.  Use your hands to massage your 
dog’s skin, getting through the hair.  Since 
ticks are so tiny, and most dogs have fur 
enough to hide them completely, your best 
tick finding method is by touch.  Feel your 
dog all over, not forgetting around the eyes, 
neck, arm pits and ears.  Ticks aren’t stupid.  
Detection could mean death for them, so they 
will look for a secluded spot to feed.  If you 
feel any bumps, part the hair for a visual 
inspection.  A tick is usually a shade of gray 
or brown, and if engorged, will appear like a 
sac coming out of your dog’s skin.  If you 
look carefully, you will probably find legs, if 
the tick has not embedded itself too deeply 
yet.   
 
If you find a critter, don’t panic.  Take these 
steps to remove the tick.  Use fine point 
tweezers to grasp the tick as close to your 
dog’s skin as possible.  DO NOT SQUEEZE!  
Ticks carry all kinds of nasty infectious stuff 
in their bodily fluids, so you don’t want to 
“pop” the tick’s body.  Gently pull out the 
tick, straight up.  Ticks mouth parts are 
barbed for a secure bite, so pulling them out 
takes a bit of finesse.  Once the tick is off 
your dog, wash your hands, tweezers and the 
bite site with antibacterial soap.  To dispose 
of the tick, flush it down the toilet, don’t 
squish it, which again will expose you and 
your pets to bacteria.  
 
Now watch your dog in the next few weeks 
for any changes in health or behavior.  These 
could be lameness, weight shifting, lethargy, 
poor appetite, etc.  Some dogs have Lyme 
disease without noticeable symptoms, while 
others show drastic changes within days of 
hosting an infectious tick.  Your veterinarian 
can run a blood test to verify Lyme, as well as 
other diseases passed by parasites. 

Schu’s Essential Report 
Hey there, it’s Schu again.  I’m glad it’s 
December!  I have been talking with my 
friends in the goofy group, and it seems like the 
year has just flown by.  We see so many goofy 
dogs come into our group and mature, and then 
off they go to the big yard.  Some of you may 
have noticed how I never seem to graduate from 
the goofy group.  Yep, I’m one of those super 
seniors; I’m actually a bit of a celebrity around 
here.  Hey, I’m thinking that once I get over 
there in the big yard, I’ll have to do all those 
things they do, like coming when called, sitting, 
admitting to knowing my name, oh, the list is 
long!  At least in the goofy group Mom has an 
excuse for me, “well, he’s still learning…”     
Harley Gorman taught me this. Seems he was in 
the goofy group and Pat brought him into the 
yard, well that wasn’t Harley’s idea of a good 
time. He sat by the goofy group fence until Pat 
sent him back in. She said, if that’s what he 
wants to do it’s ok. That’s the most important 
information we give the new guys. If you don’t 
like something, Whine.     
Being in the goofy group has the great 
advantage of never ending play.  Shelby, Vic, 
Zeeva and Bromley can all tell you that it 
doesn’t get any better than that.  By the way 
Harley did eventually go to the yard, same day 
Maggie did. 
Happy New Years, Schu 
Reminders 
We are open every day, same hours, nothing 
changes on holidays except a lot more people 
running around. 
Bring coats, we have some we’ll use if they 
need one, Nigel, don’t bring one, Louie AKA 
Gully, eats his so you have to wear it. 
Nails clipped and ears cleaned free anytime  
Cleanup is free 
If you know someone who doesn’t think their 
dog would do well at daycare, we work with 
them for free, and only charge if we can get 
them to like it. 


